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Newspaper Clips 
July 28, 2015 

Missile Man, beloved former Prez dies 

Hindustan Times (Indore) 

GUWAHATI: Former president and Bharat Ratna APJ Abdul Kalam died on Monday after collapsing during a 

lecture in Shillong.  

Kalam, 83, who reached Shillong via Guwahati in the morning, collapsed during a lecture at the Indian Institute 

of Management-Shillong (IIM-S) around 6:30 pm and rushed to the Bethany Hospital there.  

Doctors at the hospital said he was brought dead around 7pm. “He had no pulse when he was admitted to the 

hospital. We can attribute his death to cardiac arrest,” a doctor said.  

The hospital authorities, however, refrained from confirming the death until Meghalaya governor V 

Shanmughanathan and chief secretary PBO Warjri visited the hospital around 8pm.  

“His body will be flown to New Delhi via Guwahati Tuesday morning,” Warjri said.  

IIM-S officials said Kalam, who had tweeted in the morning about the function, showed no signs of illness after 

he reached the Meghalaya capital. “We had a packed house for the lecture on Liveable Planet Earth,” an official 

said.  

FROM ‘MISSILE MAN’ TO ‘PEOPLE’S PRESIDENT’  

Kalam served as president for five years from 2002, enjoying the support of both the ruling BJP and the 

opposition Congress.  

Kalam was closely involved in the country’s civilian space programme and military missile development 

efforts, earning him the sobriquet ‘India’s Missile Man’.  

He worked as a scientist and science administrator, mainly at the Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) and Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) before he became president.  

He also played a pivotal technical and political role in India’s Pokhran-II nuclear tests in 1998. After his term, 

he returned to a life of education, writing, and public service. He received several prestigious awards, including 

the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian honour.  

The Centre has declared a national mourning of seven days. My first interaction with him was when I was a 

research student at the Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad. He had come to meet Dr Vikram Sarabhai, 

who was at that time shaping the India’s space programme.  

“That was just a casual meeting.”  

We met again as colleagues in the Indian Space Research Organisation but the talks were mainly confined to 

our work.  
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Our friendship grew more intimate when he became the head of Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) and I was the chairman of Indian Space Research Organisation. (Isro). I used to go to 

Delhi for official meetings and we used to meet in the evenings. We used to discuss many subjects not just 

science.  

Later when he became the President of India, he invited me one day to have dinner with him at Rashtrapati 

Bhawan. I was touched with his humility. He had got South Indian food--dosa, vada cooked for me and had 

specifically asked the cook to make it in South Indian style. He made me sit on the head chair of the dining 

table. I was embarrassed but he made me feel comfortable and asked me not bother.  

He later took me around Rashtrapati Bhawan. First he took me to his library. I was amazed at the collection of 

books he had. Then he showed me the room where he slept. It had a simple cot, a lungi (dhoti), a veena and a 

few other essential items. There was just no show or flamboyance. His behaviour was as informal as earlier with 

no distinction that he had been elevated as the First Citizen of the country. Then he showed me the room where 

he did his technical work. I was speechless to see his level of energy. Even at 70 years of age, he worked as a 40 

year old.  

But what struck me most was that even as the President of India he led such a frugal life, a spartan life.  

His love for children was always visible. I have been with him in many programmes. After the programmes got 

over he would cross all boundaries to interact freely with the children, speak at length with them and motivate 

them to take up challenges.  

My last meeting with him was last year when I was shifting from Delhi after a stint as member Planning 

Commission. It was 8.45 pm when I went to his house . He was teaching young students. I was awe struck to 

find so many youngsters hearing him with rapt attention even at that hour.  

We had some informal discussions, exchanged notes. Before leaving I asked him to see my reports -one on 

waste energy and one on Western Ghats. “I will surely have a look at them Buddy,” he has said.  

IIT date with Kalam that will never happen 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Bhubaneswar/IIT-date-with-Kalam-that-will-never-

happen/articleshow/48243846.cms 

BHUBANESWAR: IIT Bhubaneswar (IITBBS) will miss APJ Abdul Kalam during its forthcoming convocation in 

September. 

 

The institute had contacted him to grace the event. "Though the date was not finalized, Kalam had 

expressed willingness when our chairman (S K Roongta) approached him," institute director RV Rajakumar 

said. 

 

Rajakumar said Kalam along with some Nobel laureates were expected to attend the event. "We were 

working out a date suitable for him," the director said. 

 

"Kalam's passion to ignite the young minds and bring the best in them is unparalleled. That is why we were 

looking forward to his presence at the convocation, where he would have interacted with our students on 

the new campus," Rajakumar said. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Bhubaneswar/IIT-date-with-Kalam-that-will-never-happen/articleshow/48243846.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Bhubaneswar/IIT-date-with-Kalam-that-will-never-happen/articleshow/48243846.cms
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The state government postponed the inauguration of sound and light show at Dhauli here scheduled for 

Tuesday in view of the former President's death. Chief minister Naveen Patnaik was to inaugurate it, said 

deputy director, tourism, Utpal Pati. 

 

Governor S C Jamir, the chief minister, several politicians and educationists across the state expressed grief 

over his demise. 

 

Both Jamir and Naveen described Kalam's death as a "profound" loss for the country. "Kalam was a 

visionary and an immensely popular President," Naveen said. 

 

Oil minister Dharmendra Pradhan, in a statement, said Kalam will continue to inspire generations. 

"Undoubtedly, we lost one of the greatest sons of India," he said. 

 

"Very sad to hear. Farewell, people's President, you made us proud to be Indian. R.I.P," industrialist and MP 

Baijayant Panda tweeted. 

 

Stating that Kalam enthused and instilled scientific temper among Indian youth, leader of opposition 

Narasingha Mishra described him as an embodiment of peace, brotherhood and fraternity. State BJP 

president K V Singhdeo, senior Congress leader Niranjan Patnaik, among several others, mourned his death. 

 

Utkal University vice-chancellor Ashok Das said the humility and simplicity of the missile man, one of the 

greatest Indians, would be remembered forever. 
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Industry-funded projects at IIT Madras rise 20% 

Institute says will incubate 20 new startups every year 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/industry-funded-projects-at-iit-madras-rise-20-
115072700120_1.html 
 
Industry-funded projects at IIT Madras rose 20% to Rs 64 crore in 2014-15. 
Bhaskar Ramamurthi, director, IIT Madras in his convocation speech said IIT Madras said the institute will incubate 

atleast 20 new companies on an average every year. 

The institute earned Rs 97 lakh from technology transfer fees and royalties during 2014-15. Meanwhile, the Intellectual 

Property Management Cell enabled filing of around 80 patents during the year. 

The research fund of Rs 50 crore, created last year, was used to fund seven R&D Awards (amounting to Rs 1.9 crore), 

five research scholar innovation projects (for a total of Rs 25 lakh), twenty-two exploratory research projects with ideas 

(Rs 2 crore in all) and two multidisciplinary team projects that establish a new line of research with potential to lead to 

the creation of new Research Centres (for Rs 3.98 crore) this year, he added. 

Ramamurthi said the Phase II of the IIT-M Research Park (IITMRP) will be ready for occupation by the end of this year. 

Saint Gobain Research India (SGRI), the anchor client for Phase II has taken over 1.2 lakh sq ft area that spreads across 

four floors in one of the blocks. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)-Logistics, 

Healthcare Technology Innovation Centre (HTIC), Biosciences Incubator (BI), and IIT Alumni Industry Interaction Centre 

(IAIIC) have also been allotted space that already covers nearly 25% of Phase II. 

To boost incubation activities, IITMRP has allocated 100,000 sq ft space in Phase II. 

Till date, 89 startup companies have been incubated at IITM, of which 29 were set up in 2014-15. Several of them are 

working in advanced and emerging areas such as IoT (machine-to-machine), clean energy, water, biomedical 

devices/healthcare, education, agri-tech and ICT. 

 

KIIT and KISS founder Achutya Samant recalled how Kalam had visited KIIT and KISS four times, including 

once when he was the President. 

IIM-A director apologizes to Gadkari over faux pas 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/IIM-A-director-apologizes-to-Gadkari-over-faux-

pas/articleshow/48243517.cms 

NAGPUR: IIM Ahmedabad director Ashish Nanda has apologized to union transport minister Nitin Gadkari for the faux 

pas in the invitation card, putting an end to the controversy. The minister, upset over his name being mentioned below 

that of Nanda, had skipped the inauguration ceremony of IIM Nagpur. 

 

While Gadkari has dropped his plan to move a breach of privilege motion against Nanda, he has decided to write to 

union HRD minister Smriti Irani, urging her to take care that no public representative is shown disrespect in future in this 

manner. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/industry-funded-projects-at-iit-madras-rise-20-115072700120_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/industry-funded-projects-at-iit-madras-rise-20-115072700120_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Iit+Madras
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/IIM-A-director-apologizes-to-Gadkari-over-faux-pas/articleshow/48243517.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/IIM-A-director-apologizes-to-Gadkari-over-faux-pas/articleshow/48243517.cms
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Meanwhile, apparently in view of Gadkari's boycott, chief secretary Swadheen Kshatriya has issued a circular, asking 

officials to show due respect to public representatives. The directives state that the name of public representatives 

should be prominently mentioned in invitation cards of government events. 

 

Nanda admitted in the handwritten apology letter that breach of protocol took place while inviting Gadkari for the 

event. In order to make amends, Nanda has decided to seek a personal appointment with Gadkari and invite him to IIM 

Nagpur so that he can address and guide students there. 

 

Explaining the reasons for the goof-up, the letter states, "We were rushing through the preparations for inauguration 

within a one-week window before start of classes today (July 27). To add to the complexity, I was travelling in China 

whole of last week. In confusion my staff took several missteps." 

 

The director further admitted that his institute took a hurried and casual approach, which made Gadkari feel 

unwelcome. "All I can do is to offer my sincere and personal apology," Nanda has stated in the letter. 

 

Chief secretary Kshatriya's circular has outlined the procedure to be followed by officials for seven things. They include: 

showing proper respect to MLAs, MLCs and MPs, inviting them for government functions, meetings organized by 

divisional commissioners or ministers for discussing development works and local problems, answering the 

correspondent sent by public representatives, to take note of letters sent by them, to review the action taken on their 

letters and providing information to them. 

 

This seven-page circular is an amended version of the one issued on January 17, 2014. The first circular, too, was issued 

after a number of MLAs and MLCs had moved breach of privilege motions against government officers for showing 

disrespect to them. The circular has mentioned in detail the procedure to be followed while organizing government 

functions. It has mentioned the public representatives who should be invited for such events. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONS 

 

* Names of MLAs and MPs in whose constituency the event is taking place should be invited 

 

* The guardian minister of the district should be invited for government events 

 

* All the ministers (both cabinet or minister of state) of the district should be invited 

 

* Written invitations should be sent all these public representatives 

 

* The names of all the dignitaries should be properly mentioned in the invitation card 

 

* The local head of department organizing the event should get the card checked by protocol officer 

 

* The seating arrangements of these dignitaries should be made as per state protocol 

 

* Important programmes at local level should not be held when legislature session is on 
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Will the new CAT format help more women, non-engineers get 

into IIMs?  

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/tLNvCFEWVtCBOGenI613PI/Will-the-new-CAT-format-help-more-women-
nonengineers-get-i.html 
 
The Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) have added descriptive questions and a reading comprehension section to 
the highly-regarded Common Admission Test (CAT) to increase the chances of women and non-engineers making it to 
the elite B-schools, Mint’s Prashant K. Nanda reported on Monday.  
Between 75% and 90% of the students who gain admission to the IIMs are engineers, the report adds.  

This has traditionally put women and people from non-engineering backgrounds at a disadvantage.  

But will the changes help more women and non-engineers gain admission to the IIMs?  

Probably not. For one, they assume that engineers will fare badly in the non-quantitative non-multiple choice section of 

the test.  

For another, the real problem might not be CAT itself.  

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/tLNvCFEWVtCBOGenI613PI/Will-the-new-CAT-format-help-more-women-nonengineers-get-i.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/tLNvCFEWVtCBOGenI613PI/Will-the-new-CAT-format-help-more-women-nonengineers-get-i.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/PKOm39b0wEbf3KISs8SAhN/IIMs-change-CAT-format-to-boost-diversity.html
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“The stage at which women get left behind is not CAT, but IIT-JEE (joint entrance examination), which is the qualifying 

test for winning undergraduate seats in the technology schools. In JEE 2009, 98,029 women candidates sat for the exam, 

out of which 1,048 qualified. Given that a total of 384,977 candidates sat for JEE 2009, one in every four was a woman 

and that 1% of the women who applied made it into the IITs,” Mint reported in a 2010 story which spoke of the 

measures being taken by the IIMs to boost diversity.  

There’s nothing to suggest that the situation has changed six years later. Which would mean that the current changes 

being envisioned will not really make too much of a difference (they will make some, though).  

That will happen only when changes are made to the JEE. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Home-Page/fKYFbPSY2dhUvB8JqaRe7I/Entry-barriers-shut-women-out-of-Bschools.html
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